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KMTelecom Creates $1 Million Endowment to
Meet Community Needs of Today and Tomorrow
Press Release—Dec. 6, 2006—For more than a century, the Tollefson family of the Kasson-Mantorville area has played a
vital role in their community. The family business, KMTelecom, connects area residents to each other and the outside world
through local telecommunications services. In addition, members of the family have also been actively involved in community life since the company’s founding in 1901. Now, with the recent creation of a $1 million donor-advised fund managed by
the Rochester Area Foundation, the family ensures that their history of community involvement and support continues far
into the future.
Announced today, their substantial gift was possible due to a strategic investment made 15 years ago. KMTelecom, or
Kasson & Mantorville Telephone Company as it was known at that time, along with other local telephone companies
invested in cellular licenses, which through mergers and acquisitions eventually became Midwest Wireless. The recent sale
of Midwest Wireless liquidated their investment and because of the family’s commitment to charitable giving, the proceeds
from this sale will be a bonus to the communities and charities they support.
“We could have found many different uses for this money,” explains Mary Ehmke, KMTelecom Chief Operating Officer and
one of two Tollefson daughters currently heading the company. “But we saw this as an opportunity to use a portion of the
proceeds to establish an endowment to perpetuate our family’s commitment to the community.”
Jon Tollefson, President of KMTelecom and third-generation leader of the business, instilled in his daughters the drive to
make contributions of both time and money to their community. Beth Tollefson, KMTelecom Chief Financial Officer explains,
“We wanted to establish this fund to carry on the philosophy we’ve always been taught, to give back to the community that’s
supported us.”
The endowment is also meant to serve the community long after this generation of Tollefsons has passed, while allowing
future leaders of KMTelecom to carry on the family legacy. “The fund enables the next generation to continue what we know
is very important,” says Beth.
Although the fund is not designated for specific needs, the Tollefsons have traditionally supported many different charities,
with the main focus of their giving being on education and economic development causes. The family anticipates that the
majority of grants distributed from the earnings of this fund will be of a similar nature and will go to - continue on page 3 -
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The LiNk

Having trouble using
the telephone?
Phone your family,
friends or vital
services even if you
have a hearing,
speech or physical
disability.

Enjoy the
25 Days of Christmas
on ABC Family
Channel 211 on KMTV!

Sounds of the Season
Tune to Channel 841 for
background holiday music!

Minnesota Relay provides free and full telephone
accessibility to anyone who is hard of hearing, deaf or
speech disabled.

To make a relay call dial
711 or 800-627-3529
For more information on
the variety of services
offered through
Minnesota Relay:
651-602-9005 or 800-657-3775(voice/TTY)
www.commerce.state.mn.us
Telephone Equipment Distribution Program
The Telephone Equipment Distribution (TED) Program
provides free assistive phone equipment such as amplified
phones, captioned phones, TTYs (text-telephones), TTYs
with telebraille or large visual displays, speaker phones,
hands-free dialing equipment, and signaling devices to
income eligible persons who have difficulty using the
phone due to hearing, speech, vision or physical
disabilities.

For more information
800-657-3663
TTY: 888-206-6555
ted.program@state.mn.us
www.tedprogram.org
Minnesota Relay and the
Telephone Equipment
Distribution Program are
administered by the Minnesota
Department of Commerce
Telecommunications Access
Minnesota (TAM) and funded
by a telephone surcharge.

Pay
Pay--Per
Per--Call Dispute Resolution
You should not be billed for Pay-Per-Call service
not offered in compliance with Federal laws and
regulations. These consumer rights are provided
under the Federal Telephone Disclosure and
Dispute Resolution Act. If you orally
communicate an allegation of a billing error
via the number on the 900 bill page, it will be
considered sufficient notification of a billing
error.
For 900 number billing disputes or inquiries, a
contact number will appear with the call detail
on your phone bill. You have 60 days from the
date of the bill to dispute a 900 billing error.
You have the right to withhold payment of the
disputed 900 charges during the billing error
review. No collection activity for disputed 900
charges will occur while the charges are under
investigation. After investigation, if it is
determined that the disputed 900 charges are
legitimate, the long-distance carrier or the
information provider may proceed with outside
collections against account for non-payment of
these charges. Your local and long distance
service cannot be disconnected for non-payment
of 900 charges. Failure to pay legitimate 900
charges may result in involuntary blocking of
access to 900 services. Voluntary blocking of
access to 900 service is available upon request by
calling our office.
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KMTV NOTES
The CW Network is coming soon!
KMTelecom and KTTC are working
together to bring “The CW” - channel
23 to our customers a quickly as possible.
WHAT IS THE CW? The CW Network is a brand new
network. The network is the merging of WB and UPN
Networks. The new CW Network will carry popular UPN
shows such as “American’s Top Model” and “ Veronica
Mars” as well as WB programs “Beauty and the Geek,”
“Smallville” and the “Gilmore Girls” just to name a few. In
addition, World Wrestling Entertainments “Smackdown”
will be a part of the schedule.
Outdoor Life Network
(OLN) changed it’s
name to VERSUS
Versus is the center of competition, and the only network
celebrating competition in all its forms. The network
provides an anytime destination for people to satisfy their
primal need for competition with in-depth coverage of
exclusive live events and original programming including
the NHL, America's Cup, Field Sports, Professional Bull
Riders (PBR), The Tour de France, Mountain West
Conference College Football and more. VERSUS is a
movement to protect the ideals and tradition of pure sport
and competition, giving it a voice and home on TV.
The Competition is on. VERSUS. Channel 113 on
KMTV!
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National Do-Not-Call Registry
The FCC established, together with the Federal Trade
Commission (FTC), a national Do-Not-Call Registry. The
registry is nationwide in scope, applies to all telemarketers
(with the exception of certain non-profit organizations), and
covers both interstate and intrastate telemarketing calls.
Commercial telemarketers are not allowed to call you if your
number is on the registry, subject to certain exceptions. As a
result, consumers can, if they choose, reduce the number of
unwanted phone calls to their homes.

Do-Not-Call Registry
You can register your phone number, and it will remain on
the national do-not-call list for five years. You may re-enter
your number on the list when the five years have passed,
and you may remove your number from the list at any time.
The Do-Not-Call registry does not prevent all unwanted calls.
It does not cover the following:
• Calls from organizations with which you have established
a business relationship;
• Calls for which you have given prior written permission;
• Calls which are not commercial or do not include
unsolicited advertisements;
• Calls by or on behalf of tax-exempt non-profit
organizations.

How to Register
Subscribers may register their telephone number on the
national Do-Not-Call Registry by telephone or by Internet at
no cost.
Internet:
www.donotcall.gov
Telephone:
1-888-382-1222
TTY Call:
1-866-290-4236
You must call from the number you wish to register.

- continued from page 1 benefit the communities within KMTelecom’s service area—Kasson, Mantorville, Rock Dell and Dodge Center.
“There’s been a culture of supporting the community within this family-owned business,” says Al DeBoer, Development
Director at the Rochester Area Foundation. “We are pleased to partner with the Tollefson family in their desire to perpetuate
a tradition of philanthropic leadership.”

About Rochester Area Foundation
Rochester Area Foundation’s mission is to strengthen community philanthropy by promoting responsible and informed
giving and to assist donors in meeting their charitable objectives. The Foundation is dedicated to using its resources to
improve the quality of life, promote greater equality of opportunities and to develop effective methods to assist those in need
in the greater Rochester area. The Rochester Area Foundation makes grants in the fields of arts and culture, community
development, education, human services and recreation. Learn more at www.rochesterarea.org.

About KMTelecom
Founded in 1901 by Herman M. Tollefson, KMTelecom has provided residents of Kasson, Mantorville and Rock Dell with
telephone service for more than one hundred years. With the recent addition of Dodge Center to their service area,
KMTelecom continues to offer its customers new products to meet their changing communication needs, including local
and long-distance telephone service, high-speed internet access, web hosting and digital television. Currently run by the
fourth generation of the Tollefson family, KMTelecom remains a local, family-owned company located in Kasson, MN. For
more information, visit www.kmtel.com.
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Contact Information
Serving You With A Human Touch

Business Office
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Kasson Area:
634-2511
Dodge Center Area: 633-2511

After Hours Repair Service
634-2505

24/7 Internet Help Desk
Kasson Area:
634-2575
Dodge Center Area: 633-2575

WildBlue

(satellite internet)
634-KMWB (5692)
1-866-677-8677

www.kmtel.com

There is no better time
than the Holidays to say

Thank You

for your business!

